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FROM THE DIRECTOR

One of the highlights of this year is the continued success of the Centre 
project on conversion to Islam in Britain. Narratives of Conversion 
to Islam in Britain: Female Perspectives has been downloaded more 
than 150,000 times since its publication in May 2013. As planned, the 
male part of this project was launched in 2014 with the intention of 
developing an insider perspective with the help of some 50 converts 
to Islam to be drawn from different backgrounds. The Centre hopes 
to finish this project in 2015 and to publish an extensive report on the 
subject in early 2016. In this context, the Centre jointly organised a one-
day symposium in June 2015 on religious conversion in collaboration 
with the Woolf Institute in Cambridge.

Another highlight has been the convening of the second graduate 
symposium on Muslims in the UK and Europe. Building on the success 
of the first symposium, a selected group of graduate students from 
across the UK and Europe gathered in Cambridge to present their 
research to their peers and selected senior mentors. The symposium 
was an excellent platform to encourage research on Muslims in Europe 
and to suggest new research trajectories. The Centre plans to publish 
selected papers from this symposium in 2016, building on the success of 
the first set of papers that was published in May 2015 on the occasion of 
the second symposium.

The Centre’s Research Associate, Julian Hargreaves, completed a 
qualitative research study of anti-Muslim hate crime and discrimination 
in England and Scotland. He conducted focus groups and interviews 
with nearly 100 Muslim participants in seven towns and cities, and 
convened a symposium bringing together civil society leaders, 
community organisations, and researchers at Parliament and universities, 
to discuss emerging research and responses. The Centre will publish a 
report shortly.

A delegation from the Centre visited the University of Kaunas in 
Lithuania for a joint event under the Centre’s programme of ‘Cambridge 
in …’ which has taken scholars from the Centre in the past to, among 
other places, Bosnia and China. We hope to launch further activities 
under this programme in the future. 

The Centre continues to host international scholars who come to 
Cambridge to spend periods of time in research and study. The rising 
number of applications from international scholars is testimony to the 
rising reputation of the Centre.

Our lecture series Turbulent World, organised jointly with the Faculty 
of Politics and International Studies, has been very popular, as have 
the Centre’s contributions to the Festival of Ideas whose aim is to build 
bridges between Cambridge and society at large.
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The Centre’s plan for expansion through outreach activity to schools 
and other sectors in the community has received a boost through the 
appointment of Shahla Awad Suleiman to a post at the Centre that, in 
addition, offers Arabic language teaching to Cambridge students who 
wish to conduct research on Muslims and the Arabic-speaking world. 
This part of the work of the Centre has proved extremely popular and is 
set to expand next year.

The Centre was sorry to bid farewell to our Administrator Hattie Hine 
who left us to join the University of Warwick. We wish Hattie good luck. 
Hattie was replaced by Louise Beazor. As a graduate of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (MA) in Middle Eastern Studies and King’s 
College, London (BA) in Religious Studies Louise is well placed to take 
the administrative reins at the Centre. 

Professor Yasir Suleiman CBE, FRSE, FRCPE
Founding Director
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BACKGROUND AND 
INTRODUCTION

The Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Centre of Islamic Studies

The Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Centre of Islamic Studies (CIS) was 
established in 2008 as a successor to the Centre of Middle Eastern and 
Islamic Studies (CMEIS). CMEIS was founded in 1960 by Professor Arthur 
Arberry to foster an interest in the Middle East, particularly the modern 
Middle East, amongst Cambridge scholars, students and the general 
public, and to support research.
CMEIS played an active role in promoting Middle Eastern and Islamic 
Studies amongst academics and the public through lectures, seminars 
and conferences. The Centre also helped to establish and develop links 
between individuals and institutions with an interest in Middle Eastern 
and Islamic Studies. The Centre further encouraged communication 
between academics, the media and the public.

The Centre of Islamic Studies was established as the successor to 
CMEIS and was officially opened on 23rd March 2011. 

During the academic year 2014/15 the Centre, in partnership with 
the British Government and other key organisations and institutions, 
has played an active role in facilitating and promoting dialogue and 
discussion on a range of topical subjects for a wide international 
audience. Senior officials, scholars, and faith and community leaders 
have engaged actively in the Centre’s Outreach programme, the primary 
aim of which has been to advance tolerance, mutual understanding, and 
cross-cultural dialogue between Islam and the West.
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Festival of Ideas: Playing and Praying? Sport and Religion in Britain Today and The Canary  
in the Mine: Islam and the Challenge of Modern Art

The Centre of Islamic Studies held two events at the Cambridge Festival of Ideas in 2014. The Cambridge 
Festival of Ideas was established in 2008 with the aim of encouraging the public to explore the arts, humanities 
and social sciences, meet academics and students, and engage with the University via a thought-provoking 
and creative series of mostly free events. In 2014, the Centre of Islamic Studies organised presentations and 
discussions on religion in the public sphere in Britain, with a particular focus on art and sport: the relations 
between modern art and Islam, and between sport and religion. 

Playing and praying? Sport and religion in 
Britain today
Organised by the Centre of Islamic Studies and The 
Woolf Institute

WEDNESDAY 22 OCTOBER:  
5:00PM – 6:30PM
Faculty of Classics
Talk: free to attend, no booking required

Sport is often 
talked about as a 
“religion” and large 
sporting events as 
popular rituals where 
personal devotion 
and group identity 
merge a mass of 
collective emotion. 
Sport and religion 
are not the same 
thing, of course, but 
there are interesting 
parallels between 

the two. Both athletic prowess and some forms of 
religious life seem to depend on the regular and 
conscious disciplining of body and mind. And elite 
athletes – with their celebrity status and media 
coverage – are increasingly bringing religion into the 
public domain, praying in public and thanking God 
for their sporting victories. This panel explored the 
ways that sport, faith and society interact in Britain 
today. What role does faith play in the sporting lives 
and motivations of elite athletes, particularly from 
religious minorities, and how do sport and sporting 
heroes shape the face of religion and relations 
between faiths in Britain today?

The canary in the mine: Islam and the 
challenge of modern art
Organised by the Centre of Islamic Studies 

WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER:  
6:00PM – 8:00PM
King’s College, Keynes Lecture Theatre
Talk: free to attend, no booking required, 
refreshments available 

Ahmed Paul Keeler owned a gallery of modern 
art in the 1960s which was at the forefront of the 
international avant-garde. In the 1970s he was 
introduced to traditional Islamic art which paved 
the way to his becoming a Muslim. This lecture 
addressed the change of perspective he underwent 
relating to modern art. Ahmed Paul Keeler was born 
in 1942 and christened Paul Godfrey. He was brought 
up during the 1940s and 50s in a conservative, upper 
middle-class, Anglo-Catholic family. He belonged 
to the last generation that was educated to serve 
an empire which, however, was in the final stages of 
dissolution. On leaving school he became deeply 
involved in the cultural movements of the 1960s 
that were in open revolt against the society that 
had nurtured him. A chance meeting with a master 
musician from India introduced him to a wonderful 
new cultural realm; in response he formulated and 
organized The World of Islam Festival that took 
place in London in 1976, was opened by Her Majesty 
the Queen, and was the most comprehensive 
exposition of Islamic culture ever to have taken place 
in the West. Six months before the festival opened 
he embraced Islam. He has spent his working life 
since the festival in establishing and engaging with 
projects that explore and present Islamic culture as a 
holistic environmental manifestation.
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Symposia:

Narratives of Conversion to Islam in 
Britain: Male Perspectives 
Narratives of Conversion to Islam: Male Perspectives 
brought together forty-six male Muslim converts 
to discuss aspects of their conversions to Islam, to 
reflect on their journeys and experiences and to 
produce a report to inform Muslims and non-Muslims 
about the topic. 

The preliminary meeting (December 2014) 
commented on the widespread misrepresentations 
of male converts and shed new light on issues that 
have received little attention in the literature, such 
as how converts ‘learn Islam’, conversion in prison 
and radicalisation, the relations between converts 
and heritage Muslims, struggle with faith and exiting 
Islam. The voices of male converts are often unheard 
in contemporary debates about Muslims and Islam in 
the UK. 

The symposia provided a platform for male converts 
from diverse socio-economic, geographical and 
denominational backgrounds to articulate their 
experiences and perspectives on matters they had 
identified as significant. 

The project follows on from the huge success of the 
first report in the series, Narratives of Conversion to 
Islam in Britain: Female Perspectives (2013) and aims 
to go some way to fill the current gap in accessible, 
high-quality research on issues around male converts 
and conversion to Islam in the UK. The research 
will be available to the public through a final report 
that will be published in February 2016 and can be 
download free-of-charge from the Centre of Islamic 
Studies’ website. 
 
The questions for the participants at the three 
symposia are set out below. 

Symposium I 

21 – 22 FEBRUARY 2015

1.1) First Interest and Taking the Shahadah

• When did participants first become interested in 
Islam and what were their initial impressions?

• What guidance and information is available 
from individuals (‘mentors’), institutions or other 
sources to develop an initial curiosity about Islam? 

• What is the role of Islamic art, poetry and music in 
generating an interest in Islam?

• Is the decision to convert sudden or part of a 
much longer process of change? Did converts 
change anything about their lifestyle or identity 
prior to taking the shahadah?

• What is the significance of taking the shahadah in 
participants’ narratives of conversion? 

• How far are the experiences of children and 
teenagers converting to Islam different to adults? 

• How do the experiences of individuals who are 
born Muslim but ‘convert’ later in life differ to 
converts from a non-Muslim background?

1.2) Learning Islam

• What knowledge(s) are converts looking for 
when they begin to learn about Islam? Are there 
differences between learning before and after 
conversion? 

• Which sources of knowledge do converts 
approach to learn Islam? 

• How able are converts to distinguish between 
information from different dominations of Islam 
and is this significant?

• Do participants learn Islam without a ‘cultural 
inflection’? Is this unique among Muslims?

• How far do the core values learnt by converts 
sustain or disrupt values from pre-conversion? 
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1.3) ‘Becoming Muslim’ and the Responses of 
Friends and Family

• What changes does conversion lead to in a 
convert’s lifestyle? How does this change over 
time? What was most easy and difficult to 
change?

• How do converts present their identity as 
Muslims? Do outward changes in appearance 
reflect inward changes? 

• Is there pressure on converts to shed aspects of 
their non-Muslim identity? 

• Is conversion to Islam a process of change or 
continuity?

• What is the impact of conversion on the work of 
artists?

• At what stage do converts present their 
conversion to family and friends? How do family 
and friends react? What is the impact of changes 
in identity and behaviour on their reaction? 

• How do converts respond to the reactions of 
family and friends? 

1.4) Spirituality

• What is the significance of spirituality in the 
decision to convert? 

• Is conversion to Islam a result of a ‘spiritual 
journey’?

• What are the different conceptions of spirituality 
and how are these conceptions shaped by 
denomination of Islam, location and the time 
since conversion? 

Symposium II 

21 – 22 MARCH 2015

2.1) Relations with Heritage Muslims

• How important is being among heritage Muslims 
for maintaining an interest in, and practice of, 
Islam? 

• What are common conceptions of converts held 
among heritage Muslims? How is this dynamic 
shaped by converts’ class, ethnicity and cultural 
background? 

• What do converts owe heritage Muslims for 
shaping the environment of Islam in the UK 
today?

• Do converts play a unique role as an interface 
between heritage Muslim communities and wider 
British society? What role do converts play in 
interfaith relations? 

• What is the significance of the ummah? When 
is the ummah ‘realised’? Does the notion of the 
ummah create an interest in what is going in the 
‘Muslim world’?

2.2) Mosques and Muslim Associations

• Do converts join mosques, community centres or 
Islamic societies? How far do converts ‘believe 
without belonging’ (Davie, 1994)? 

• Do these spaces reflect the concerns and 
priorities of converts to Islam? Are converts 
empowered to influence decisions and take 
leadership positions? 

• How far do Muslim spokespersons or institutions 
in the UK and Europe articulate values 
and practices that are suited to the British 
environment?

2.3) Convert Community/ties and  
Support Organisations

• What is a community? Do converts in the UK 
constitute a community, or communities, or no 
community at all? Are conceptions of community 
shaped by the location of converts?

• Is it correct, or even an obligation, to create a 
‘convert community’? What advantages and 
disadvantages would this bring converts?
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• What is the ‘phenomenon of [a well-established 
Muslim community in England]’ and how far does 
this present a model for converts in other parts of 
the UK to replicate? 

• Do convert support organisations help to foster a 
sense of community among converts to Islam? 

2.4) Relations with wider British Society

• What is the heritage of converts to Islam in the UK 
and how important is this heritage for converts’ 
conception of their place in British society today?

• Are having a British cultural identity and being 
Muslim compatible? Is the act of conversion a 
critique of aspects of mainstream British culture 
and society? 

• How has the context for conversion to Islam in the 
UK changed over time?

• Do aspects of converts’ identity and practices 
change in relation to non-Muslims in wider British 
society? Which aspects?

2.5) Civic Engagement

• How far does conversion to Islam lead to a 
reassessment of interactions with the state and 
civic responsibilities? 

• Does being Muslim raise any difficulties in taking 
positions of leadership in local community affairs 
or national politics?

2.6) Media & Representation

• What is the representation of converts and 
conversion in the media in the UK? What effect 
does this have on converts’ self-perception?

• Is Islamophobia widespread in the UK? 

• What was the impact of the Woolwich murder in 
May 2013 in influencing perceptions of converts 
to Islam?

• Do converts suffer prejudice from wider British 
society and is this similar or different to the 
experiences of heritage Muslims in the UK?

• What is the impact of the increasing visibility and 
outspokenness of far-right political parties on 
converts in the UK?

Symposium III

2 – 3 MAY 2015

3.1) Marriage and the Second Generation

• Do male converts face different challenges and 
opportunities in organising marriage compared to 
male heritage Muslims?

• What are the experiences of converts getting 
married to heritage Muslims? Do converts have 
positive or negative experiences with their family-
in-law? How are these marriages viewed by 
heritage Muslim communities and wider British 
society?

• Does marriage play a role in stimulating better 
understanding and communication between 
converts to Islam and heritage Muslims?

• What effect does conversion have on an existing 
relationship or marriage to a non-Muslim?

• Do the children of converts have a different 
experience of ‘belonging’ and ‘unbelonging’ 
among heritage Muslims and wider British 
society? How do children’s identities as Muslims 
and practices differ from their parents?

• What difference does it make having one or two 
parents who are converts to Islam?

3.2) Gender and Sexuality

• How do conceptions of masculinity change as 
a result of conversion to Islam? Are converts 
physically and psychologically circumcised when 
they convert to Islam? How is this shaped by the 
ethnic, class and cultural background of converts?

• Is there a difference between theory and reality in 
the experience of being a Muslim man?

• How far do the attitudes of converts about the 
roles and responsibilities of men and women 
differ from normative conceptions of gender in 
the UK and among heritage Muslims?

• What roles do, or should, male converts play in 
challenging assumptions about gender norms in 
mainstream society in the UK and among heritage 
Muslims?
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• How does conversion change attitudes towards 
sex: both pre-marital and within marriage?

• What discourses about sexuality are common 
among heritage Muslims and how do these affect 
male converts to Islam?

• How does conversion to Islam impact views on 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-gender and queer 
individuals?

3.3) Conversion in Prison and Radicalisation

• Why do prisoners convert at proportionally higher 
rates compared to mainstream British society?

• What effect does the prison environment have on 
converts’ identities as Muslims and their practice 
of Islam?

• Does conversion in prison and learning Islam 
within the prison environment make it more likely 
for converts to become radicalised?

• What can lead some converts to become 
radicalised? Are these individuals radical before 
they convert to Islam?

• What resources and actors exist to help 
radicalised converts?

3.4) Struggles with the Faith and Exiting Islam

• What aspects of Muslim faith and practice can 
prove to be especially challenging for converts? 
How does this differ according to individuals’  
pre-conversion faith background, location or 
marital status?

• What resources and organisations exist to support 
converts who are struggling with the faith?

• What are the consequences converts face when 
they exit Islam? Should more be done to support 
converts after they have exited Islam?

• Has sectarianism of the Muslim community in 
Britain in recent years made converts the subject 
of the attention of the security services?

• How do converts deal with death, burial and 
inheritance issues? 

Participants’ comments
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Workshop

Cambridge in Morocco: Perspectives on Islamic and North African Studies

Migration to Morocco and the UK: Past, Present and Future/ Between Policy and the 
Everyday National Library in Rabat

29 JANUARY 2015

Thursday 29 January saw the fourth in a series of 
symposia articulating a comparative academic 
perspective between the UK and Morocco. These 
events were established by HRH Prince Alwaleed Bin 
Talal Centre of Islamic Studies at the University of 
Cambridge, The Moroccan British Society (MBS) and 
The British Council Morocco (BC) as a three- 
way partnership.

The “Migration to Morocco and the UK: Past, 
Present and Future/Between Policy and the 
Everyday” Symposium was held at the National 
Royal Library of Morocco in the capital Rabat. The 
Minister for Migration and Moroccans living abroad 
Mr Anis Birmou, Mr Abdelkarim Bennani (Vice 
President of MBS), Dr Sami Everett (Woolf Institute 
and representative of CIS) and John Mitchell OBE 
(Director of the BC), opened the event. Conducted 
in three languages (Arabic, English, and French) 
with live translation for the audience and panels, the 
papers brought together a fascinating plurality of 
perspectives from the cultural to the jurisprudential 
via the socio-anthropological and the economic. The 

participants, all of whom closely associate with the 
UK and Morocco, were from a broad range of ages, 
sexes, nationalities and beliefs.

Summing up proceedings Professor Driss 
Ouaouicha (General Secretary of MBS) remarked 
that “we began the symposium from a UK-
Morocco perspective and ended it by discussing 
migration policy across Western African, Northern 
Africa, Western and Northern Europe” such is the 
transnational nature of migration. While this wide 
lens developed from the day’s discussions, the 
focus of the event was directed towards micro level 
analysis of migrant lives, Moroccan diaspora and 
the impact of immigration in the UK and Morocco, 
including generational change, sub-Saharan 
migration to Morocco, questions of gender, religious 
pluralism and development. These papers enriched 
a more macro level analysis combining legal and 
sociological perspectives concerning changing 
patterns of migration over time for example North 
to South Return migration and the issues around 
comparing models of integration.
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Workshop programme 

9:00 – 9:30  Welcome 
 Her Highness Princess Lalla Joumala, His Majesty’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom and 

President of the Moroccan British Society

 His Excellency Mr. Anis Birou, Ministre Chargé des Marocains Résidant à l’Etranger et des 
Affaires de la Migration

 Mr. John Mitchell OBE, British Council Director, Morocco

 Dr. Sami Everett, Woolf Institute, Cambridge; Representative of Cambridge University 
Cambridge Morocco Programme

  
9:30 – 11:00  Session 1: Migration, Return Migration and Integration 
 Moderator: Dr. Driss Ouaouicha (Moroccan British Society)

 Quelle intégration des migrants en Europe?
 Aicha Belarbi (Université Mohamed V, Rabat)

 Moroccan Migration to Britain: Demographics and Incorporation into British Society
 Myriam Cherti (Oxford University, UK)

 Is Integration the End of Migration Development?
 Michael Collyer (University of Sussex, UK) 

 Moroccan Jewish Return: Between Myth and Reality
 Dr Sami Everett (Cambridge University, UK)

 Crise économique en Espagne et Migrations de Retour des Marocains: Stratégies 
Transnationales de Mobilité

 Alberto Capote (University of Granada, Spain)

 Discussion

11:00 – 11:20  Break

11:20 – 13:00  Session 2: Migration: through Legal and Cultural Lenses
 Moderator: Dr. Sami Everett (Woolf Institute, Cambridge University)

 Migration, Integration and Migrants’ Rights: Here and There. 
 Khadija Elmadmad (Centre UNESCO Droits et Migrations, CUDM, Maroc)

 Moroccan-European Couples: Stigma and Shifting Legal Perspectives
 Laura Odasso (Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgique)

 Deux poids ; Deux mesures: A Comparative Frame Analysis of ‘Forced Marriage’ in 
British and Dutch Immigration policies

 Younes Arbaoui (Université Libre d’Amsterdam, Pays Bas)

 Casablanca-London: A Cultural Perspective on Transnational Migration in Morocco  
and the UK Jamal Bahmad (Leeds University, UK)

 The Tekna Diaspora in EU
 Ali Nejib (Uppsala University, Sweden)

 Discussion

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch
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14:00 – 16:00  Session 3: Migration policies and development 
 Moderator: Dr. Khadija Elmadmad (Centre UNESCO Droits et Migrations, CUDM, Maroc)

 برغملاب ةرجهلل ةدبدجلا ةسايسلا 
	 .الخدم عيرشتلا..صرفلاو تايدحتلا
 [Nouvelle politique marocaine d’immigration et législation: opportunités et défis]
 Nezha El Ouafi (Member of Moroccan Parliament) 

 La Nouvelle Politique Migratoire du Maroc, Face à l’obsession par l’UE de la Réadmission 
 Abdelkrim Belguendouz (Université Mohamed V, Rabat)

 Moroccan Women in the UK: Human Capital at the Service of Development in the UK 
and Morocco

 Fatima Sadiqi and Moha Ennaji (Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah University, Fez, Morocco)

 When the Men Are Gone: the Role and Status of Women Left Behind in Morocco
 Audrey Lenoel (University of Bristol, UK)

 Partenariat Maroco-européen pour la Mobilité : Enjeux et Défis 
 Ismail Kouttroub Naciri (University Mohamed V, Rabat)

 Discussion 

16:00 – 16:30 Workshop End
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Workshop

Social Media Reconsidered

IFRANE, 19 MARCH 2014 

Social media is a field of growing importance in our 
understanding of contemporary society, and has in 
its various forms impacted how we communicate and 
how we conduct business and politics. One of the 
defining characteristics of social media is that users 
create, share and respond to each other’s information. 
Social media comprises websites that allow people 
to share news, videos and photographs, and music. 
It includes social networks (Facebook and LinkedIn), 
microblogging platforms (Twitter), and media sharing 
sites (YouTube and Instagram), blogs and forums, 
wikis, and bookmarking sites (Stumbleupon and 
Delicious). With the proliferation of smart phones, 
tablets and other mobile platforms, social media is 
liable to grow even more ubiquitous as it continues 
to evolve at a speed that creates increasing risks, 
challenges and opportunities. Social media is 
nowadays of intense interest to academics, business, 

the public sector, educators, technology experts, and 
civil society activists. A growing corpus of research 
has addressed the impact of these platforms on 
politics, marketing, civic life, identity construction, 
and privacy.

In the context of the current global debates on 
internet governance, social media has triggered 
a number of critical concerns such as privacy, 
ownership and control, security, copyright and 
intellectual property. The main objective of this 
conference is to explore the role social media plays 
in affecting multiple aspects of our lives and our 
society. We are inviting researchers and practitioners 
with a wide range of interests to engage in 
discussions about the spectrum of current issues 
revolving around social media as well as implications 
for the future.

Workshop programme 

9:00 – 9:30  Opening by representatives from:
 - Moroccan British Society
 - Cambridge University
 - British Council
 - Al Akhawayn University

9:30 – 10:00  Keynote address:
 A Brief History of Social Media – from Berber Weavings to Twitter and Beyond
 Nathan Towne, Social Media Strategist, University of New England

10:00 – 11:30  Panel 1: Social Media, News and Politics
 Moderator: Dr. Nizar Messari 

 The Past, Present and Future of Social Media in Morocco
 Mr. Rachid Jankari (Mor)

 Internet & Crisis of Re-imagination of the Nation State in the Arab Region
 Ms. Sarah Zaaimi (UK)

 Is Facebook a Right Platform for Activism? A Case Study of Iran
 Mr. Mahmoud Enayat (UK)
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 The Tension between Pluralism and Verification in Using Social Media Information for 
Human Rights Reporting

 Dr. Ella McPherson (UK)

11:30 – 11:45  Break

11:45 – 13:15  Panel 2: Social Media and Business
 Moderator: Dr. Paul Anderson 

 Social Media and Marketing
 Mr. Anass Rahimi

 How to Leverage the Power of Social Media to Generate Leads
 Mr. Kamal Reggad

 The Challenges and Opportunities which Businesses find in Social Media
 Mr. Muhammad Karim

13:15 – 14:30  Lunch

14:30 – 16:00  Panel 3: The Future of Social Media
 Moderator: Ms. Samar Mezghani

 Social Media as Catalyst in Learning Communities
 Prof. Piet Kommers (Netherlands)

 The Post-Social Media Trends
 Mr. Akram Benmbarek (Mor)

 Social Media and Privacy: Challenges for the Future
 Dr. Bouziane Zaid (Mor)

 Social Media and Youth Experience
 Dr. Paolo Gerbaudo (UK)

16:00 – 16:15  Break

16:15 – 16:45  Concluding Remarks
 Martin Rose (UK)
 Driss Ouaouicha (Mor)

 Workshop End
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Conference

Cambridge in Lithuania: Religion and Intercultural Studies

18 – 21 MAY 2015

Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania
The Centre continued its “Cambridge in…” series 
in May, which aims to build an international network 
of dialogue, debate and scholarly collaboration in 
the fields of Islamic and Middle Eastern studies. The 
Centre took five researchers from the University of 
Cambridge to the University of Kaunas for a joint 
symposium with Lithuanian students and scholars. 
The Lithuanian students and academics were 
studying the Middle East and Islam in Europe, and 
their interests ranged from nationalism in Egypt 
to conversion to Islam in Eastern Europe. The 

Cambridge researchers presented their work which 
ranged from citizenship in Syria to conversion to 
Islam in Britain; from the study of Islamophobic hate 
crime to the representation of Islam and Muslims in 
parts of the British press. This was an opportunity to 
showcase the Centre of Islamic Studies’ work – its 
Narratives of Conversion to Islam project; the work 
of its Research Associate, its sponsored graduate 
students and its staff. Over two days, the participants 
considered the difference that geographical 
perspectives, from the west and east of Europe, 
make to the study of Islam and of the Middle East.
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Conference Programme: 

MONDAY 18 MAY

 Arrival to Kaunas, check-in at hotel, free evening 

TUESDAY 20 MAY 

10:00 – 12:00  Meetings with the University administration, Faculty members, tour of  
Vytautas Magnus University

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch

13:15 – 14:45  Panel: Citizenship and Politics in the Middle East
 Moderator: Prof. Egdūnas Račius

 Contesting the Space for Citizenship in pre-Revolutionary Syria and Egypt 
 Dr. Paul Anderson

 Nationalism and Citizenship in post-Arab Spring Egypt 
 Dr. Giedrė Šabasevičiūtė
 
15:00 – 16:30 Panel: Conversion to Islam in Europe: Comparative Perspectives

 Conversion to Islam in Lithuania 
 Prof. Egdūnas Račius

 Narratives of Conversion to Islam in Britain: Male and Female Perspectives 
 Shahla Suleiman

17:30 – 19:30  Informal Gathering with Students 

19:30 – 21:00 Dinner 

WEDNESDAY 20 MAY

10:30 – 12:00  Panel: Comparative Studies in Islam 

 The Changing Face of Islam in the Baltics: from Folk Islam to Revivalist Islam 
 Prof. Egdūnas Račius

 Intimate strangers: Female Converts to Islam in Britain in their Family Contexts  
Dorothea Ramahi

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch

13:15 – 14:45  Panel: Intercultural Relations in Europe: A Case of Neo-Orientalism?
 Moderator: Ms Rimgailė Dikšaitė

 British Muslim Communities and ‘Everyday’ Hate Crime 
 Julian Hargreaves

 The Portrayal of Muslims and Islam in Muslim press in the UK
 Samar Samir Mezghanni
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15:30 – 16:00 Visit to Kaunas Mosque

16:00 – 18:00  Walking tour of Kaunas Old Town

18:30 – 20:00 Dinner 

THURSDAY 21 MAY

 Check out, travel to Vilnius, cultural program in Vilnius

 Conference End

Symposium

Muslims in the UK and Europe Symposium 2015

29 – 31 MAY 2015

Moller Centre, Cambridge
The symposium took place on 29 – 31 May 2015, 
and was a platform for graduate students to present 
and exchange research on any topic in this field in 

a dynamic forum. Successful applicants presented 
their research on issues pertaining to Islam and 
Muslims in the UK and Europe, from any discipline.
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Programme: 

FRIDAY 29 MAY
13:30  Registration (Study Centre)

14:15  Welcome by Professor Yasir Suleiman, Director, Centre of Islamic Studies

14:30  Panel 1: Conversion 
 Chair: Professor Yasir Suleiman

 Revising the ‘Guestimate’: Producing a Robust Estimate for the Number of Converts to 
Islam in the United Kingdom

 Kevin Brice, University of Newcastle

 Ruptures and Continuities in Conversion to Islam: The Making of Intimate Strangers in 
British Families

 Dorothea Ramahi, University of Cambridge

 Maqasid and the Europeanization of Fiqh: The Consequences of Female Converts 
Remaining with their Non-Muslim Husbands

 Tariq al-Timimi, SOAS

16:00  Tea & Coffee

16:30  Panel 2: Preaching and the Public Sphere
 Chair: Dr Paul Anderson

 Televangelism, its Dynamics and the Discursive Construction of Muslim Identities by 
Contemporary Muslim Televangelists in the West

 Shaimaa El Nagger, University of Lancaster

 Khutub of Hfz. Ismet Spahić (b. 1940) as a Reflection of Bosnian Muslims’ Condition  
and History

 Olimpia Dragouni, University of Warsaw

17:30  Break

17:45 Keynote Lecture 
 Dr Jeremy Henzell-Thomas, Research Associate, Centre of Islamic Studies
 Chair: Professor Yasir Suleiman 

19:00  Free time 

20:00  Dinner (Restaurant) 

SATURDAY 30 MAY

07:30 – 09:00  Breakfast and Check Out

09:00  Panel 3: Discrimination 
 Chair: Julian Hargreaves

 Muslim Methods of Responding to Acts of Discrimination in Poland
 Magdalena Adamczyk, Trinity Saint David University
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 The New Atheism and its Muslim Other: Integrating Orientalist Exclusion and  
Universalist Inclusion

 Riccardo Jaede, University of Oxford

      The Experiences of Muslim Academics in British Academia 
Ibtihal Ramadan, University of Edinburgh

10:30  Tea & Coffee 

11:00  Panel 4: Identity 
 Chair: Professor Magnus Marsden

 “Cultural Muslims” and their Place in the Discourse on Islamic Identity in UK
 Katarzyna Wiktoria Sidlo, University of Warsaw

 Ethnogeography as a Theoretical Framework for Examining Generational Dynamics 
within Transnational Shia Networks

 Chris Heinhold, University of Chester

 Dress and Language: A Critical Analysis of the Concept and the Process of Identity 
Construction within the British Bangladeshi Muslim Community in East London

 Fatima Rajina, SOAS

12:30  Lunch (Restaurant)

14:00  Panel 5: Interpretation and Authority 
 Chair: Shahla Suleiman

 Assessing Perceptions of Islamic Authority amongst British Shia Muslim Youth
 Muhammed R Tajri, Univeristy of Lancaster

 The Problem of UK non-Registered Muslim Marriages: New Questions and the Issue  
of non-Marriages

 Vishal Vora, SOAS

 The Muslim Identity of the Albanians: Between Myth and Reality
 Elis Gjevori, Birkbeck University 

15:30  Tea & Coffee break

16:00  Panel 6: Transnationalism
 Chair: Dr Geoffrey Edwards  

 Cooperation, Emulation, Rapprochement: The Changing Dynamics of the Turkish  
Islamic Organizational Landscape in Europe

 Z. Ayca Arkilic, University of Texas

 Multiple faces of Cairo as a Haven: Bosnian Muslims and Imaginations of the  
Identitarian Centre

 Dženita Karić, SOAS

 Muslim Politics in post-Great War Europe: Laying the Foundations of a Movement
 Andrei Tîrtan, Utrecht University

17:30  Break
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17:45  Evening Lecture 
 Professor Magnus Marsden, Professor of Social Anthropology, University of Sussex 
 Chair: Dr Paul Anderson

19:00  Free time 

20:00  Dinner (Private Dining Room – Study Centre Suite 3)

SUNDAY 18 MAY

07:30 – 09:00  Breakfast and Check out

09:00  Panel 7: Governmentality 
 Chair: Julian Hargreaves

 De-radicalisation Interventions in the UK Counter-Terrorism Strategy
 Mohammed Elshimi, University of Exeter

 The Vulnerability of the Vulnerable
 Elizabeth–Jane Peatfield , University of Liverpool

10:10  Tea & Coffee 

10:30  Panel 8: Civic Engagement and NGOs 
 Chair: Dr Jeremy Henzell-Thomas

 Muslim Charities in Europe: Redefining a Positive Image of Islam in the Public Sphere at a 
Grassroots Level. Case study of France and Poland

 William Barylo, School for Advanced Studies in the Social Science EHESS Paris

 Young British Muslims in the ‘Era of Social Justice Activism’: Reconfiguring Political 
Agency and Identity through the Muslim Social Movement Organization ‘MADE in 
Europe’

 Davide Pettinato, University of Exeter

 Negotiating with Journalists: Islamic Institutions and Media Scrutiny
 Chris Moses, University of Cambridge

12:00  Plenary Session
 Professor Magnus Marsden, Professor of Social Anthropology, University of Sussex
 Dr Jeremy Henzell-Thomas, Research Associate, Centre of Islamic Studies

 Professor Yasir Suleiman, Director, Centre of Islamic Studies (Co-Chair)
 Dr Paul Anderson (Co-Chair)

13:00  Buffet lunch (Restaurant)

 End of Symposium
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Symposium

Symposium on Religious Conversion

15 JUNE 2015

Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, 
University of Cambridge
The Centre of Islamic Studies in partnership with 
the Woolf Institute convened the Symposium on 
Religious Conversion in Cambridge on 15 June 
2015. The Symposium provided a platform for 
leading academics, experienced practitioners and 
postgraduate students to present their work in the 
field of religious conversion from different faith 
perspectives, disciplines and time periods. The 
speakers were joined by an engaged audience of 
community workers, students and academics in 
related fields from organisations and universities 
across the UK. 

The first panel on the ‘Public Sphere’ began in 
mid-20th century Egypt with Dr Hanan Hammad’s 
discussion of the representations in popular culture 
of the conversion to Islam of the Egyptian singer 
Leila Murad. The focus remained on 20th century 
North Africa with Kirsty Bennett’s talk on Isabelle 
Eberhardt’s public mediation of her conversion(s) 
to Islam in French colonial Algeria. The panel 
concluded with a reflexive account of the meaning 
– or lack thereof – of ‘conversion’ in a Hindu 
context by Shaunaka Rishi Das, Oxford Chaplain 
for Hindu Studies. The second Panel featured 
presentations on converts to Islam in prisons in the 
UK by two practitioners with considerable first-hand 
experience, Tanayah Sam and Maqsood Ahmed. 
In panel three, on ‘Ethnicity, Gender & Class’, Dr 
Esra Ozyurek situated the conversion to Islam of 
two former East Germans in the context of their 
alienation in unified Germany. Dr Joanne Britton 
delivered an account on how converts to Islam in 
the contemporary UK ‘confront the absence of 
race and the presence of racism’, and the panel 
concluded with a comparison by Shahla Suleiman, 
from the Centre of Islamic Studies, between male 
and female experiences of conversion to Islam from 
the Centre’s Narratives of Conversion projects. 
In the final panel on ‘Ruptures and Continuities’, 

Dr Kathryn Kraft explored charity provided by 
churches in Lebanon to Syrian Muslim refugees, 
considering both its material and spiritual 
components, including instances of conversion, 
and the panel and symposium concluded with 
talks from Cambridge postgraduate students, 
Dorothea Ramahi and Philip Rushworth – both 
recipients of Centre of Islamic Studies studentships. 
Dorothea explored conversion to Islam in relation 
to family in the contemporary UK and ‘the making 
of intimate strangers’ and Philip discussed the 
ethics of practicing the Quranic instruction to 
‘enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong’ 
in a convert support network in Manchester. Dr 
Paul Anderson from the Centre of Islamic Studies 
rounded off the Symposium by drawing together a 
number of themes that emerged from the talks and 
discussions throughout the day. 

The Symposium was a rich and rare opportunity 
for researchers and practitioners to engage in 
a dialogue around the core theme of religious 
conversion from different perspectives, and this 
coming together elicited interesting and sometimes 
unexpected convergences in the meaning and 
experience of conversion from different regions, 
faiths and periods, while also highlighting its 
divergent, contextual and individual character. This 
theme of convergence/divergence was perhaps best 
reflected in the following questions that emerged 
throughout the day: what does the English term 
‘conversion’ mean? What assumptions inhere in its 
meaning? In what instances does its meaning make 
sense of conversion, and when is it limited? These 
questions, and many others, continued into the 
evening when participants, organisers and guests 
came together for dinner at Gonville and Caius 
College and visitors to Cambridge had the chance 
to witness two spectacles: the sun shining and the 
beginning of ‘May’ Week. 
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Panel Themes: 

The Public Sphere
Papers are invited to consider the ways religious 
conversion interacts with the public sphere. How 
does conversion engage, bolster or unsettle 
understandings of national identity in the public 
sphere? What role do converts play as sources of 
knowledge and representatives for their religion 
and religious communities? In what ways have 
converts served as ‘cultural critics’ of mainstream 
norms in the public sphere? This theme also includes 
consideration of how converts express or manage 
identity and religious practices in “secular” public 
spaces.

Prisons and Gangs
The interaction of conversion with the dynamics 
of prisons and gangs are the subject of this panel. 
What draws people to convert in prisons and 
gangs and how does this differ to other cases of 
conversion? In particular, how can the high rates 
of conversion to Islam in prisons in the UK and in 
other countries be explained? How do prisons and 
gangs shape the ways in which religion is learnt and 
enacted? What is the impact of prison staff, such 
as prison chaplains, and faith-based networks and 
organisations in shaping the decision to convert and 
experiences of conversion?

Ethnicity, Gender and Class
Papers are invited to explore the ways in which 
ethnicity, gender and class interact with conversion. 
How far do these factors shape the rationale for 
conversion? In what ways do they shape the lived 
experience and the shifting contours of identity 
and practices of converts? This theme will also 
consider the role of ethnicity, gender and class in the 
reception of converts and conversion. How do these 
factors shape attitudes towards converts among 
family, friends and social networks and, at a wider 
scale, the depictions of converts in national media 
and broader society?

Ruptures and Continuities
When is conversion experienced as a rupture and 
continuity? In which fields of everyday life is rupture 
explicitly marked and in which is it apparently 
more subtle and tacit? What kinds of rupture are 
considered important by converts, and how do 
these differ to those considered important by 
families, friends and wider society? How far does 
conversion modify other forms of identity, such as 
pre-conversion faith identity, or national identity? 
Papers are also invited to consider how change 
and continuity is reflected in scholarly and popular 
representations of converts and conversion.
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Symposium Programme:

09:15  Registration 

09:45  Welcome, Dr Paul Anderson

10:00  Panel 1: The Public Sphere
 Chair: Dr Shana Cohen)

 Layla Murad: The Muslim-Jewish Star and Manufacturing Conversion as a Political Victory
 Dr Hanan Hammad, Texas Christian University & Woolf Institute 

 Converted or Not Converted, is that the Question?
 Shaunaka Rishi Das, Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies 

 Of Fact and Fiction: The Conversions of Isabelle Eberhardt
 Kirsty Bennett, University of Sussex 

11:30  Tea & Coffee

11:45  Panel 2: Prisons and Gangs 
 Chair: Professor Yasir Suleiman

 Redemption or Recruitment, Exploring the Phenomenon of Islamic Conversion  
in UK Prisons

 Ishtiaq Ahmed & Maqsood Ahmed

  Voice of Those in Prison
 Tanayah Sam

13:00  Lunch 

14:00  Panel 3: Ethnicity, Gender & Class
 Chair: Dr Hanan Hammad

 East German Conversions to Islam after the Collapse of the Berlin Wall
 Dr Esra Özyürek, London School of Economics 

 Confronting the Absence of Race and Presence of Racism: Ruptures and Continuities in 
the Lives of Muslim Converts

 Dr Jo Britton, University of Sheffield 

 Narratives of Conversion to Islam in Britain: Male and Female Perspectives
 Shahla Suleiman, Centre of Islamic Studies, University of Cambridge 

15:30  Tea & Coffee 

15:45  Panel 4: Ruptures and Continuities 
 Chair: Dr Paul Anderson

 Religious Exploration and Conversion in Forced Displacement: A Case Study of Syrian 
Muslim Refugees in Lebanon Receiving Assistance from Evangelical Christians

 Dr Kathryn Kraft, University of East London
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 Ruptures and Continuities in Conversion to Islam: The Making of Intimate Strangers  
in British Families

 Dorothea Ramahi, University of Cambridge

 The Ethics of ‘Enjoining what is Right’ in a Convert Support Network in Manchester
 Philip Rushworth, University of Cambridge

17:15  Concluding Remarks, Professor Yasir Suleiman

19:00  Dinner at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge

 End of Symposium
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Symposium

Symposium on Anti-Muslim Hate Crime

16 JUNE 2015

Moller Centre, Cambridge
The symposium brought together academics, 
community experts and civil society leaders in a 
unique event that allowed the sharing of knowledge, 
experience and expertise on the subject from a wide 
range of perspectives.

The first session of the day focussed on the research 
approaches and findings from three UK academic 
centres. Stevie-Jade Hardy from the University of 
Leicester’s Hate Crime Project isolated and shared 
some of the project’s key findings on experiences 
and impacts of hate crime for Muslims in Leicester. 
Sussex University PhD student Harriet Fearn 
discussed the early observations she had made in 
her research on the impacts of hate crime against 
Muslims on the internet.

Representing CASS and Lancaster University 
Law School, Professor Paul Iganski and Dr Abe 
Sweiry then delivered a presentation of our work 
conducted with Jonathan Culpeper examining 
Crown Prosecution Service files from cases of 
religiously aggravated offences. In a paper titled ‘A 
question of faith?’, Professor Iganski and Dr Sweiry 
explored the boundaries of free speech, the roles of 
religious identity and religious beliefs in the alleged 
offences committed, and the commonalities in the 
circumstances and contexts which surround offences 
prosecuted as religiously aggravated.

After lunch, the experiences of representatives from 
three community organisations confronting hate 

crime in Britain were shared with those present. 
Alice Purves gave a compelling account of the 
challenges faced by the Edinburgh and Lothians 
Regional Equality Council (ELREC). Jed Din, director 
of the Bradford Hate Crime Alliance then offered a 
personal account of the particular challenges of anti-
Muslim hate crime and his own visions to develop 
community cohesion as a response. The session 
concluded with a presentation on anti-Muslim hate 
crime in Leicester from Jawaahir Daahir, CEO of the 
Somali Development Services.

The final session of the day, chaired by Professor 
Iganski, offered different approaches to 
documenting and responding to anti-Muslim hate 
crime. Shenaz Bunglawala, the head of research at 
MEND, shared insights and observations on the 
prevalence of anti-Muslim hate crime and attitudes 
to Muslims in Britain. The presentation included 
several of the key findings and observations from 
the research led by CASS director Tony McEnery on 
Representations of Islam in the British press. Those 
gathered then had the opportunity to hear from 
Hayyan Bhabha, the independent parliamentary 
researcher for the All Party Parliamentary Group on 
Islamophobia, who shared the latest developments 
in the work of the APPG and illustrated some of the 
evidence received or collated by the APPG. The 
final paper of the day came from Vishal Vora, from 
SOAS, with a perspective on indirect discrimination 
towards British Muslim women as a consequence  
of declarations of ‘non marriage’ by the English 
family court.
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Symposium Programme

10:00 Registration

10:20 Welcome by Professor Yasir Suleiman, Director, Centre of Islamic Studies

10:30 Panel 1: New Findings, New Perspectives 
 Chair: Julian Hargreaves
 Stevie-Jade Hardy (University of Leicester)
 Harriet Fearn (Sussex University) 
 Paul Iganski and Abe Sweiry (Lancaster University) 

 Discussion

12:30 Lunch

13:30 Panel 2: Community Approaches to Anti-Muslim Hate Crime
 Chair: Chris Moses
 Alice Purves (ELREC, Edinburgh)
 Jed Din (Bradford Hate Crime Alliance)
 Jawaahir Daahir (Somali Development Services, Leicester)

 Discussion

15:30 Coffee and Refreshments 

16:00 Panel 3: Fresh Approaches to Anti-Muslim Hate Crime and Discrimination 
 Chair: Prof. Paul Iganski
 Shenaz Banglawala (MEND)
 Hayyan Bhabha (Independent Parliamentary researcher)
 Vishal Vora (SOAS) 

 Discussion

18:00 Closing comments by Julian Hargreaves

18:30 Dinner

 Symposium End
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Conference

Sixth Gulf Research Meeting 

23 – 27 AUGUST 2015

The following workshops were selected for GRM 2015, each headed by experienced directors in their 
respective fields: 

The Gulf Research Meeting is an annual three-day 
conference that aims to foster an academic climate 
for Gulf Studies and encourage cooperation and 
exchange between scholars working on or interested 
in developments in the Gulf. Following five highly 

successful Gulf Research Meetings, which took place 
in 2010 – 2014, the objective of GRM 2015 was to 
further build and extend the bridge of scholarly and 
academic excellence, and to enhance academic 
cooperation with the Gulf region.

Workshop 1 
Egypt and the Gulf: Renewing an Alliance Amidst 
Shifting Policy Pressures
Workshop Directors
Robert Mason, British University in Egypt, Egypt
Christian Henderson, School of Oriental and African 
Studies, UK

Workshop 2
Building an Institutional Process of Socio-Politics in 
the Gulf
Workshop Directors
Mark Thompson, King Fahd University of Petroleum 
& Minerals, Saudi Arabia
Neil Quilliam, Chatham House, UK

Workshop 3
The Gulf Cooperation Council and the BRICS
Workshop Directors
Alejandra Galindo, University of Monterrey, Mexico
Tim Niblock, University of Exeter, UK
Degang Sun, Shanghai International Studies 
University, China

Workshop 4
The Role of Legislation, Policies, and Practices In 
Irregular Migration To The Gulf
Workshop Directors
Nasra M. Shah, Kuwait University, Kuwait
Philippe Fargues, European University Institute, Italy
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Workshop 5
IP Rights and Their Development and Enforcement 
in the GCC States
Workshop Directors
Alhanoof Al Debasi, Princess Nourah University, 
Saudi Arabia
David Price, Charles Darwin University, Australia

Workshop 6
Transnational Knowledge Relations and Researcher 
Mobility for Building Knowledge-Based Societies 
and Economies in the Gulf
Workshop Directors
Jean-Marc Rickli, King’s College London, Qatar
Neema Noori, University of West Georgia, USA
Rasmus Gjedssø Bertelsen, Aalborg University, 
Denmark

Workshop 7 
Citizenship and Higher Education in the GCC and 
Africa
Workshop Directors
Rogaia Mustafa Abusharaf, Georgetown University-
Qatar Campus, Qatar
Dale F. Eickelman, Dartmouth College, USA

Workshop 8
The Arms Trade, Military Services and the Security 
Market in the Gulf: Trends and Implications
Workshop Directors
David B. Des Roches, National Defense  
University, USA
Dania Thafer, American University in Washington  
DC, USA

Workshop 9
Economic Diversification Challenges in the GCC
Workshop Directors
Ashraf Mishrif, King’s College London, Institute  
of Middle Eastern Studies, UK
Yousuf Hamad Al Balushi, Supreme Council for 
Planning, Oman

Workshop 10
Future of Yemen’s Unity
Workshop Directors
Ahmed A. Saif, University of Exeter, UK
Isa Blumi, Georgia State University, USA

Workshop 11
Iran-GCC Energy Cooperation
Workshop Directors
Sara Vakhshouri, SVB Energy International, USA
Gawdat Baghat, National Defence University, USA

The venues for the GRM 2015 workshops were King’s 
College, Queens’ College, Corpus Christi College, 
and the PITT Building.



35

ANNUAL REPORT 2014/15

Visiting Scholars Afternoon 

MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2015

Saltmarsh Rooms, King’s College
The Centre held a research afternoon for its current Visiting Scholars, Visiting Fellows and Research Associates 
on 28 September 2015 at Kings College, Cambridge. This was an opportunity for new Scholars to share their 
research with staff at the Centre of Islamic Studies and invited guests.

Speaker Abstracts

Trade and Citizenship in Pre-Conflict Aleppo
Dr Paul Anderson
One set of questions posed by the current Syria 
conflict in its various aspects has to do with 
citizenship and nationhood. How and why did 
Baathist regime’s project of nation-building fail? 
What notions of identity, what forms of collective 
belonging, have emerged through the conflict 
and even driven it forward? What kinds of nation-
building, and ideas about citizenship, might 
succeed, and bring stability and justice, in the 
longer-term? Framing the conflict in this way – as 
processes of contesting and reformulating notions of 
nation and citizenship – enables us to move beyond 
understandings of the conflict as representing a 
sudden and dramatic rupture with Syria pre-2011. 
This framing also helps us to avoid seeing the 
conflict wholly as a reaction to dynamics visited 
upon the social fabric from the outside: whether 
through the agendas of foreign players, the actions 
of transnational jihadis, or the rise of ISIS, important 
as these are. This paper explores some of the ways 
in which nationhood, citizenship, and the terms of 
belonging to society, were already being contested 
before the outbreak of sustained protests and then 
violence in 2011. 

Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork on Aleppo’s 
“informal economy” carried out in 2008–09, this 
paper argues that trading practices of entrustment 
and reputational accounting served to fashion a 
space of economic agency but that they can also 
be understood as the “performative and moral 
dimensions of citizenship”. This because they 
defined the meanings and practices of belonging in 
mercantile society, at a time when Baathist visions 
of the Syrian nation and of citizenship had become 
ideologically uncompelling for many. However, 
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mercantile notions of urban citizenship were also 
exclusionary. Wholesale trade was a site of social 
differentiation, where some were deemed properly 
urban and others not, some were admitted to and 
others were excluded from the benefits of urban 
citizenship: socioeconomic rights to trade, to use 
and appropriate space in market alleyways just 
outside shops, to enter certain shops and cafes, to 
access credit, to enter marriage alliances, and to 
access informal justice mechanisms. These are all 
rights pertaining to urban citizenship. Mercantile 
discourses and practices of entrustment, accounting 
and accountability, and civility, did not only structure 
their economic agency, creating the market as a place 
where it was possible to buy and sell. They were also 
central to the contestation of urban citizenship: who 
had the right to take up social space in the city.

The Syrian Muslim Brotherhood’s Democratic Vision 
in Practice 1947–1963.
Dara Conduit, Monash University, Australia
The Syrian Muslim Brotherhood is one of the oldest 
and best-known Syrian political groups, having 
played a role in every iteration of Syrian politics 
since 1945. The group was an active member of the 
Syrian parliamentary system from 1947 to 1963, but 
was banned alongside most political parties after 
the 1963 Baʿth coup. One and a half decades later, 
the Brotherhood took up arms against the Syrian 
government, decimating its membership base and 
sealing its fate as an opposition-in-exile for the next 
30 years. However, the group has re-emerged as a 
political heavyweight in the current Syrian uprising, 
and has a very real chance of winning a share of 
power in a post-war Syrian political system.

Given the group’s potential democratic re-
engagement, this paper looks at the Brotherhood’s 
track record in the Syrian parliament between 
1945 and 1963. Was it a fair political player and 
a committed democrat? Or was its political 
practice guided by an anti-statist ideology? Was 
the Brotherhood – at its origins – a democratic 
movement, as it claims to be? Although decades 
have passed since Syria’s democratic era, this is an 
important period because it is the only time that the 
group has enjoyed political freedom. In addition, 
its leaders today routinely highlight their desire to 
return to the ideological path forged by the group 

at this time, so it is imperative to understand the 
Brotherhood’s practice in this era.

It is argued that contra to the observations in much 
of the literature, the Brotherhood demonstrated 
very little radicalism in its founding decades and 
posed little threat to the Syrian democratic system. 
Although this changed later, its behaviour was 
comparable to the mainstream political parties 
operating in the Syrian political sphere, and one 
could go so far as to characterise it as a conservative 
political actor. 

Gharar and Islamic Economics: Case study:  
the Origins of Salam Contract 
Katarzyna Sidlo, University of Warsaw, Poland
Gharar is one of the least known and most 
misunderstood concepts in Islamic Banking and 
Finance. Both Islamic scholars of the classical period 
and contemporary researchers attempted to coin 
its commonly accepted definition. By far no one has 
managed to succeed, though. Not only there is not 
one commonly accepted and accurate translation of 
the term into English, but its commonly accepted and 
accurate definition in Arabic is not available either. 

The main aim of the paper is not, however, a 
creation of one, but rather an in-depth analysis and 
explanation of the prohibition of gharar from the 
socio-economic perspective. To that end a bai’ salaf/
salaf (future sale) will be discussed, as an interesting 
study case of a contract that should theoretically be 
prohibited under gharar rules, however has been 
used in Muslim societies through centuries, and 
indeed is currently being used in contemporary 
Islamic financial markets.

The analysis of Quran, Kutub al-Sittah and other 
prominent collections of hadith and works of Islamic 
jurisprudence such as Imam Malik’s Muwaṭṭa or ʿAbd 
ar-Razzaq’s Muṣannaf leads to a working hypothesis to 
the effect that salaf/salam sale was first encountered 
by the Prophet and his companions on their arrival 
to Medina and had not been known in Mecca. Is it 
however possible that a merchant society such as 
Mecca’s, with its extensive network of commercial 
contacts would not had heard about it? Taking a 
step back and looking into Jewish khalaha, as well 
as Roman trade laws, the author attempts to answer 
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this question and shed more light on the treatment of 
gharar prohibition in 7th century Medina. 

Al-Maturidi and Some of his Theological Opinions
Dr Ma Zhan Ming, Ningxia University, China
Al-maturidi is one of the greatest theologians in the 
history of Islam who studied Abu Hanifa’s theological 
thoughts and systematized them and then made, 
by teaching, writing and debating, remarkable 
contributions to Islamic theology and in defending 
the Sunni faith in particular. He produced more 
than ten books in different fields, some of which 
consist of ten volumes. In his works he involved 
main theological issues which confused people’s 
mind at his time as he mentioned opposite faction’s 

opinions, debated them and clarified perspectives 
of Sunni faction. It is worthy to say that Al-maturidi 
is the first Sunni scholar who proposed the theory 
of knowledge which is significant for opening 
people’s mind when they seek knowledge. Al-
maturidi’s theological opinions became an important 
school of Sunni theology which spread widely in 
the Muslim world and is now followed by many 
people. Al-maturidi was given several titles each 
of which indicates that he was very distinguished 
in the field of Islamic theology and therefore he 
should be considered as the founder of science 
of Kalam among Sunni Muslims. It is a pity that 
today very few scholars are aware of Al-maturidi 
and his contributions, and that his opinions are 
misunderstood, often leading to unfair criticisms. 

Programme

13:00  Buffet Lunch

13:45  Welcome – Dr Paul Anderson, Assistant Director, Centre of Islamic Studies

14:00  Panel 1: Visiting Scholar presentations 
 Chair: Dr Paul Anderson

 Al-maturidi and some of his Theological Opinions
 Dr Ma Zhan Ming, Ningxia University, China

 Gharar and Islamic Economics: Case study: the Origins of Salam Contract
 Katarzyna Sidlo, University of Warsaw, Poland

14:30  Q & A session

15:00 Tea and Coffee

15:30 Panel 2: Visiting Scholar and Assistant Director presentations 
 Chair: Julian Hargreaves, Research Associate, Centre of Islamic Studies

 Trade and Citizenship in pre-Conflict Aleppo
 Dr Paul Anderson, Assistant Director, Centre of Islamic Studies

 The Syrian Muslim Brotherhood’s Democratic Vision in Practice
 Dara Conduit, Monash University, Australia

16:00 Q & A session

16:45  Concluding remarks – Dr Paul Anderson 

17:00  End
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Lecture Series

Turbulent World: Maghrib, Mashriq and Gulf in the New Era of Uncertainty 

As is often the case, the advent of the Arab 
Uprisings in 2011 was bathed – in the media and 
in Western academic circles – with a roseate glow 
and the belief that Arab exceptionalism had been 
shown to be a myth so that the Arab world would 
now enter into the generalised emergence of 
democratic governance worldwide. There was, to be 
sure, a residual anxiety, as new governments began 
to emerge, that the challenge of political Islam as 
a new force shaping regional political dynamics 
might find democracy difficult to accommodate. 
Confidence, however, was placed in the political 
maturity that such movements seemed to show, a 
confidence that was not dented by the sudden and 
unexpected emergence of a new gamut of Salafist 
movements and parties throughout the region.

In retrospect, of course, such sunny optimism was 
to prove to be misplaced. Economic realities – in 
the midst of the worst financial crisis the world has 
known since the 1930s – have obtruded, wrecking 
the plans and expectations of the new governments 
that had emerged, despite high oil prices in the face 
of the shale revolution. Some regimes, moreover, 
violently resisted the new democratic wave and 
global geopolitics, as ever, intervened, as Western 
suspicions of Iran, and of China and Russia behind 
it, trumped political realities, consigning Syria and 
the surrounding states to aggravated instability 
and suffering. Regional tensions intervened, too, as 
the confrontation in the Gulf broadened out into a 
sectarian conflict pitting Sunni against Shi’a. The role 
of the region as a ‘shatterbelt’ between East and 
West, in short, continued.

Meanwhile, observers – as is usually the case – 
seemed to have forgotten the old adage that 
revolutions often consume their children. The 
failure of the Morsi presidency in Egypt underlined 
a fundamental contradiction in the Whiggist 
narrative of seamless democratic evolution; what 
happens when a democratically-elected movement 
loses popular legitimacy long before its term-in-
office is ended and it is suspected of ambitions for 
democratic dictatorship instead? Commentators 

also seem to have overlooked the vital role and 
obligation of the state in ensuring national security 
within the process of monitoring and guaranteeing 
political change, as the accelerating crisis in Libya 
underlines. Nor do they seem to have anticipated 
the role that transitional justice (or vengeance) would 
play in the development of the new politics, despite 
the experiences of the waves of democratisation in 
Latin America and Eastern Europe in recent decades.

At the Centre for Islamic Studies (CIS-FAMES) 
and the Centre for the study of the International 
Relations of the Middle East and North Africa 
(CIRMENA – POLIS), we continue to monitor and 
comment upon the manifold uncertainties that 
confront the Arab world today. We seek to engage 
the wider, interested audience throughout the 
University and beyond, through a series of fortnightly 
seminars which we encourage you to attend. They 
are held between 5.15 pm and 6.45 pm on Thursdays 
at the Thomas Gray Room at Pembroke College. Do 
join us!

MICHAELMAS TERM 2014

Dates: 16 & 31 October, 6 & 19 November,  
Time: 5:15 – 6:45pm 
Place: Thomas Gray Room, Pembroke College, 
University of Cambridge   

16 October 
Professor Smadar Lavie, University of California, 
Berkley  
Mizrahi Mothers, Wrapped in the Flag: Ultra-
Nationalism, Apartheid, and the Divinity of 
Bureaucracy in Israel

31 October 
Dr Mona Harb, American University of Beirut  
Egypt In Flux: On Narrating an Unfinished Revolution

6 November 
Greg Shapland, Foreign and Commonwealth Office  
The Rise of IS(IS) and its Impact on the Geopolitics of 
the Middle East
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19 November 
Professory Mohamed Tozy, Ecole de Gouvernance et 
Economic, Rabat 
The Romantic Dimension of the Jihadist Movement

LENT TERM 2014

Dates: 15 & 28 January, 12 & 26 February,  
Time: 5:15 – 6:45pm 
Place: Thomas Gray Room, Pembroke College, 
University of Cambridge   

15 January 
Dr Milad El Harathi, Visiting Research Fellow, Clare 
College, University of Cambridge 
Understanding the Emerging Political and Social 
Revolts from the Arab Streets and Squares: 
Challenges and Prospects for Younger Generation 
Revolts

28 January  
Dr David Kaposi, Open University  
Violence and Understanding: The British 
Broadsheets’ Coverage of the First Gaza War 

12 February 
Dr Anne Alexander, Research Associate at the 
Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and 
Humanities (CRAASH)  
El-Sisi’s Egypt: From Counter-Revolution to 
Restoration

26 February 
Moulay Hicham Alaoui, D.Phil Candidate, St 
Anthony’s College, University of Oxford  
The New Arab Cold War and the Future of 
Authoritarianism in the Middle East

EASTER TERM 2015 

Dates: 23 & 29 April, 
Time: 5:15 – 6:45pm  
Place: Thomas Gray Room, Pembroke College, 
University of Cambridge 

23 April 
Charles Clarke, former Home Secretary
Boots or Soft Shoes? How Can the European Union 
Best Help Bring Security, Stability and Growth in 
North Africa?

29 April  
Dr Yonatan Mendel, Centre of Islamic Studies and 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Arabic Studies and Security in Israel: From ‘Latin of 
the Middle East’ to the Middle East in Latin
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Lecture Series

Wright Lecture Series 

William Wright (1830–1889) was Sir Thomas Adams’s 
Professor of Arabic in the University of Cambridge 
and was renowned as a Semiticist and a philologist. 
The Wright Lecture Series, named in his honour, is 
run by the Department of Middle Eastern Studies 
in the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 
in association with the Centre of Islamic Studies. 
Reflecting the spread of the Department’s academic 
interests, the Wright Lecture Series addresses topics 
of relevance to the study and understanding of the 
Middle East, Iran and India, ancient and modern.

Time: 5 – 6:30pm
Place: Rooms 8 & 9, Faculty of Asian and Middle 
Eastern Studies, Sidgwick Avenue, University of 
Cambridge

LENT TERM 2015

7 May 2015
François de Blois (University College London)
The Chronology of Early Islam
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Outreach Programme

Part of the remit of the Centre of Islamic Studies is to use the expertise of the University of Cambridge to 
enrich and inform education, debate and discussion beyond traditional boundaries. As well as holding public 
events and lecture series, the Centre continues to build relationships with schools, youth and civil society 
initiatives, the further education sector in the UK (including those graduating from Muslim seminaries or darul 
ulooms in the UK), and Higher Education institutions worldwide.

The British Muslim Heritage Centre (BMHC) in 
partnership with TIES held a full-day conference with 
the aim of helping organisations working with new 
Muslims to network and collaborates. The main theme 

TIES Conference – New Muslim Support: 

of the conference was ‘to build a brighter future 
for new Muslims in the UK’. TIES is a newly formed 
social and charitable British organisation that aims to 
encourage all social and community partners to form 
partnerships to collaborate with each other in order 
to support the social stability and cultural variety 
of the British society as whole. More than twenty 
organisations from across the UK came together 
to showcase their projects and initiatives for new 
Muslims.  

Shahla Suleiman gave a presentation about the 
work of the Centre and highlighted the Narratives  
of Conversion to Islam in Britain – Female 
Perspectives project.

Conference Programme 

10:00 – 11:00 Reception

11:00 – 11:30 Quran recitation followed by opening speeches
 TIES Introduction
 Tawasil – By Hamad Al-Adwani and Jamaal Al-Shatti
 European Trust – Dr. Ahmed Al-Rawi
 Muslim Welfare House – Dr Adil Salahi
 Muslim Association of Britain – Dr Omer El-Hamdoon
 New Muslim Project – Ms Batool Al-Toma

11:30 – 12:30 Session I: Presentations by organisations working with New Muslims
 New Muslims – Zaheer Ali
 Salaam Volunteers – David Gibson
 Muslim Youth Foundation – Mehmood Mughal
 Islamwise – Mohammed Nadeem
 Learning Curve – Ray Douglas

12:30 – 12:4 Dhuhr prayer
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School Outreach Programme 

The Centre’ School Outreach Programme aims 
to establish a close relationship with schools in 
Cambridgeshire and beyond to promote the 
study and understanding of Islam and Muslims. 
The Centre arranges initial visits to schools to 
discuss their requirements, offers advice, talks and 
workshops and invites teachers and pupils to attend 
some of the Centre’s events. The talks and activities 
are tailored to suit the curriculum and needs of each 
individual school.

Shahla Suleiman, the Centre’s Teaching and 
Outreach Associate, delivered the following talks:

‘Islam and Muslims, Message of Islam, Basic Beliefs, 
Pillars of Islam and Rituals, Mosques, Quran, Family, 
Clothing, Muslim Women’ at St Mary’s Junior School, 
Cambridge (6 May 2015).

‘Islam, Beliefs and Rituals, Mosques, Family, Dress’ at 
Newnham Croft Primary School, Cambridge.

‘British Muslims: Identity, Politics and Media 
Representations’ at Hills Road Sixth Form College, 
Cambridge as part of the Hills Festival 2015, 
Cambridge (6 June 2015). 

‘Fasting the Holy Month of Ramadan, Charity (Zakat), 
Mosques, The Role of the Imam, Muslim Dress’ at St 
Faith’s School, Cambridge.

Long Road Sixth Form College, Cambridge:
Shahla Suleiman acts as a member of the Long 
Road Faith & Belief Group (FAB), Cambridge. 
This involves consultation, offering talks on issues 
concerning Islam and Muslims in the UK and 
contributing to FAB and Long Road International 
Faith and Belief Week. FAB aims to help students 
increase understanding of religious belief and have 
access to people of Faith & Belief. Shahla Suleiman 
also occasionally participates in the Student Faith 
and Belief Lunch Group meetings. This monthly 
lunch is set up and run by students to encourage 
interfaith and belief collaboration.

12:45 – 13:45 Session II: Exhibition and Networking

13:45 – 14:45 Session III: Presentations by organisations working with New Muslims
 iERA – Steve Brador
 Abdul Azeem – Shahadah
 R2I – Tiana Bayemani
 Centre of Islamic Studies at Cambridge University – Mrs Shahla Sulieman
 A.C.S. Iqra – Nourdine Fernández Celso
 Modern Guide – Hisham Salim

14:45 – 15:00 Asr prayer

15:00 – 16:00 Session IV: Workshop/ Closing session and Q&A

16:00 – 17:00 Meghrib prayer followed by dinner



43

ANNUAL REPORT 2014/15

VISITING FELLOWS AND SCHOLARS

SY



ANNUAL REPORT 2014/15

44

VISITING FELLOWS AND SCHOLARS

Visiting Fellows

Dr Sara Betteridge
Chartered Counselling Psychologist and Spiritual Care Advisor NHS

Research Interests: Incorporating Religion into therapy, Muslim 
experiences of mental health, Islamic interpretations of mental health 
issues, Psychological, Social and Spiritual theories on Psychosis.
Research at Cambridge: Muslim Mental Health in Britain.

Mr Ahmed Paul Keeler

Research Interests: Western world cultural narratives, cultural narratives 
in the Muslim world, the arts of Islam, modern art. 
Research at Cambridge: Exploring the Quranic principle of Mizan as 
realised in Islamic civilisation.

Mr Martin Rose
MENA Consultant, British Council

Research Interests: Morocco generally, language and culture, and the 
interaction of faiths.
Research at Cambridge: The Moroccan Community in Manchester and 
the Trade in Silver Plate.

Dr Shana Cohen  
Stone Ashdown Director, Woolf Institute
 
Research interests: public services; non-profit organizations; political 
alienation in North Africa; inequality; comparative values of social justice 
and social good.
Research at Cambridge: contemporary values and practices of social 
good and society within Judaism, Islam, and Christianity
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Research Associates Visiting Fellows and Scholars and Research Associates are at the heart of 
the Centre of Islamic Studies’ intellectual community. They contribute to 
our research and outreach activities, while benefiting from contact with 
the University of Cambridge’s wider community, its library and research 
facilities. Research Associates are usually appointed by invitation only. 

Dr Jeremy Henzell-Thomas 
From 2000 – 2010, Dr.Jeremy Henzell-Thomas was the Founding 
Executive Director of the Book Foundation, a registered UK charity 
which works with partner institutions in the UK and the USA to improve 
understanding of Islam in the West.  He was the first Chair of the Forum 
Against Islamophobia and Racism (FAIR), and is currently a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Association of Muslim Social Scientists 
(AMSS UK) and a member of the Advisory Board of the Prince Alwaleed 
Centre for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World at the 
University of Edinburgh. A Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, he speaks 
and writes widely on the themes of education, culture, society and 
spirituality, having written regular reflections over the years for Islamica 
and emel magazines, and more recently for the Credo column in The 
Times. Jeremy’s current research interests include Islam and pluralism, 
inter-cultural and holistic education, and shared values. A former lecturer 
in Applied Linguistics at the University of Edinburgh, he is also engaged 
in research which applies his academic specialism of psycholinguistics to 
contemporary issues affecting public perception of Islam and Muslims.

Dr Abdullah Baabood 
Dr Abdullah Baabood’s research interests focus on the states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), primarily their economic, social and political 
development and their external relations. He has published widely on 
these topics. Abdullah is a graduate in Business and Economics and 
holds a master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA), a master’s 
in International Relations (MA), and a PhD from the University of 
Cambridge. He is also a member of several academic and professional 
bodies.

Dr Khaled Hroub
Dr Khaled Hroub’s areas of research include the contemporary history 
and politics of the Middle East with a focus on Islamism and its political 
manifestations; the socio-political and cultural impact of the ‘new’ 
media in the Arab world; the role of public intellectuals; and the Arab 
novel. He has published widely on Hamas and political Islam. Currently 
he is writing a book critique of the Arab renaissance project. He also 
publishes weekly articles in leading Arab and world media.  
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Dr Yonatan Mendel 
Dr Yonatan Mendel completed his doctoral studies in the Department 
of Middle Eastern Studies at Cambridge University. His thesis examined 
the history of Arabic studies in Jewish schools in Palestine/Israel from 
1935 to 1985, and focused on the politicisation and securitisation of 
the language. His research deals with topics such as language policy 
and war, security considerations and language planning, and the 
interrelationship between political conflict and foreign language studies 
in Israel/Palestine. His book, The Creation of Israeli-Arabic: The Political 
History and Securitisation of Arabic Language Studies in Israeli-Jewish 
Society, will be published in 2014 (Palgrave Macmillan). Mendel is a 
regular contributor to the London Review of Books and has published 
widely on Israeli society and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in English, 
Arabic and Hebrew.  

Dr Chaoqun Lian
Dr Chaoqun Lian is an assistant professor in Arabic Studies at Peking 
University, China. He received a BA and a MA in Arabic Studies from 
Peking University and completed his PhD in Middle Eastern Studies at 
University of Cambridge. His research focuses on language symbolism 
in the social world as is revealed in Arabic language planning and 
language policy (LPLP) and Arabic lexicography from the nineteenth 
century onwards. He is currently working on a book project that 
examines the phenomenon of Arabic language academies in the 
context of Arab nationalism(s) and peripherality of the Arabs in the 
modern world-system. Chaoqun is also planning to study metaphor 
and language ideology in the discourse of Arabic LPLP and to compare 
Arabic and Chinese LPLPs in relation to the notion of ‘Oriental bond’. He 
contributes to the Chinese and Arabic press regularly on political and 
cultural themes.

Dr Hawraa Al-Hassan
Dr Hawraa Al-Hassan is an associate fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy, having taught Arabic and modern history of the Middle 
East at the University of Cambridge. Hawraa completed her PhD in 
Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Cambridge and gained 
an MA in Comparative Literature at University College London. She is 
interested in the cultural history of the Arab world in so far as it relates to 
totalitarianism, propaganda and nationalism. Hawraa’s research focuses 
on interdisciplinary approaches to the Arab novel as a conduit of group 
identities. Her current project explores Iraqi Ba’thist involvement in the 
production of literary and media discourses on gender and nation, whilst 
considering the potential of resistive ‘counter-public’ spaces, be they 
Islamic or secular.
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Visiting Scholars 2014/15

Dr Zawawi Bin Ismail 
Senior Lecturer 
Faculty of Education, University of Malaya 

Research Interests: Islamic & Arabic Language Education, Muslim 
Minorities Education, ICT in Education, Quranic Language Education, 
Islamic & Arabic Curriculum 
Research at Cambridge: Islamic Education Model For Muslim 
Minorities In Europe
 

Dr Auhoud Al Bulushi 
Assistant Professor 
College of Education, Sultan Qaboos University

Research at Cambridge: Women in Oman: Financial and Political 
Empowerment, Social Schizophrenia and Identity Problems

Dr Ma Zhan Ming 
Director of the Institute for Arabic Literature Studies 
School of Arabic Studies, Ningxia University
 
Research Interests: Islamic Theology (Sience of Al-Kalam) and Sharee’a 
Research at Cambridge: Al-Maturidi’s Theological Thought

Dara Conduit 
PhD Candidate 
Monash University, Australia

Research interests: Islamist movements, Islamism, political violence, 
Syria, Muslim Brotherhood, foreign policy, Middle East
Research at Cambridge: Democracy and the Syrian Muslim 
Brotherhood: Reconciling a Checkered Past with the Present 
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Nadire Mustafi
PhD Candidate
University of Vienna 

Research Interests: Integration of Muslim Communities in Western 
Societies; Citizenship-Education and Islam; and Contextualization of 
Islam in Europe and Theology as a Science in the European Context
Research at Cambridge: Integration from the Perspective of Muslims on 
the Basis of Arab Imams in Vienna

Katarzyna Sidlo 
PhD Candidate
Faculty of Oriental Studies at the University of Warsaw

Research Interests: Political Economy of the Middle East, Islamic 
Banking and Finance, Economics of Religion, and Religious Conversion
Research at Cambridge: The Socio-Economic History Behind the 
Prohibition of Gharar

Final Reports

Report from Visiting Scholar Nadire Mustafi

My two months as a Visiting Scholar at the Centre 
of Islamic Studies have been very instructive and 
memorable for both my academic career and 
personal development. As a Visiting Scholar I have 
had access to the library of the Faculty of Asian and 
Middle Eastern Studies and the main University 
Library. The large body of literature of classical 
Arabic texts translated into English is outstanding 
and has helped me to develop key arguments in my 
dissertation. I would like to express my gratitude 

to the staff at the Centre of Islamic Studies and 
particularly Louise Beazor for her administrative 
support and friendly attitude. I also wish to thank 
the staff of the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern 
Studies library for helping me obtain material and 
sources. My experience as a Visiting Scholar at the 
Centre has been extremely rewarding. I hope that 
there may be an opportunity in the future for greater 
cooperation between the Centre of Islamic Studies 
and the University of Vienna.
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Report from Visiting Scholar Dara Conduit

It was a privilege to be a Visiting Scholar at 
Cambridge University’s Centre of Islamic Studies. 
The three months were the most rewarding part of 
my PhD research, which explores the Syrian Muslim 
Brotherhood’s ideological history. I was able to 
access the immense library collections and meet and 
share ideas with world-class scholars. I participated 
in the Centre’s Visiting Scholars Afternoon, which 
gave me an opportunity to present my research, 
discuss recent findings as well as receive constructive 
feedback. The magnitude of Cambridge University’s 
library collection proved an invaluable resource; 
not only for accessing manuscripts, archival 
material and newspapers, but also in the extensive 

collection of secondary materials available both 
at the University Library, as well as the Faculty of 
Asian and Middle East Studies library. Cambridge’s 
geographical location close to London was also 
extremely beneficial and made the British Library 
and the National Archives easily accessible. I was 
also able to use Cambridge as a base to undertake 
17 interviews across Europe and Turkey with 
members of the Brotherhood and the broader 
Syrian opposition. I am indebted to the Centre of 
Islamic Studies for its support throughout my visit, 
with particular thanks to Paul Anderson, Julian 
Hargreaves and Louise Beazor for their insight  
and advice.

Report from Visiting Scholar Katarzyna Sidlo

The main aim of my stay at the Prince Alwaleed Bin 
Talal Centre for Islamic Studies was to finalize the 
work on my PhD thesis: “The socio-economic history 
behind the prohibition of gharar”. Gharar is one of 
the least known and most misunderstood concepts 
in Islamic Banking and Finance (IBF). Most broadly 
speaking, a contract is understood to involve gharar 
(which can be translated as “excessive uncertainty”) 
when i) the subject-matter does not exist, ii) the 
detailed description of the subject-matter is not 
provided, and/or iii) the details of the transaction 
itself (e.g. price or the time of delivery) are not given. 
While in Cambridge, I was mainly concerned with the 
former case, focusing on the transmissions regarding 
those types of contracts in hadith collections. 
Access to the University of Cambridge libraries and 

opportunities to discuss my ideas with academics 
working both at the Centre as well as other faculties 
has been crucial for my research and I am indebted 
to them for their support. Being able to attend 
lectures, symposia, and workshops during my time 
as a Visiting Scholar was also very important for both 
my professional and personal development. I am 
indebted to the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Centre for 
Islamic Studies for enabling me to work in such an 
intellectually stimulating, vibrant environment and 
hope we will have a chance to work together again 
in the future. My special thanks go to Professor Yasir 
Suleiman, Dr Paul Anderson, Julian Hargreaves, 
Shahla Suleiman and Louise Beazor, as well as 
Dr Shady Nasser from FAMES, for all their help, 
guidance, and support. 
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Gulf Research Centre-Cambridge (GRC-C) 

The Gulf Research Centre Cambridge (GRC-C) 
is the Gulf Research Centre office in Cambridge, 
UK. GRC-C is a registered UK Charity, cooperating 
closely with the Centre of Islamic Studies at the 
University of Cambridge. The prime directive of 
GRC-C is to advance education and research on 
political, economic, social and security issues and 
other matters relating to member countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council and other countries of the 
Gulf region including Iran, Iraq and Yemen.  

The Gulf Research Centre Cambridge organises 
the annual Gulf Research Meeting (GRM) which 
seeks to provide an academic environment to foster 
Gulf studies and promote scholarly exchanges 

among scholars working on/or having familiarity 
with the Gulf region. GRM identifies subjects of 
importance to the Gulf region, stimulates research 
in these subjects, and provides a forum for broad 
dissemination of the research results. Motivated by 
the same objectives underlying the Gulf Research 
Meeting, GRC-C also serves as a platform for other 
events throughout the year and provides a focal 
point for students dedicated to carrying out and 
promoting critical research related to the Gulf.

The Gulf Research Centre Cambridge is a registered 
charity organization under the Charity Commission 
for England and Wales and can therefore receive tax 
deductible donations.

Partners
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The Islamic Manuscript Association (TIMA) is an 
international non-profit organisation dedicated 
to protecting Islamic manuscript collections and 
supporting those who work with them. It was formed 
in response to the urgent need to address the poor 
preservation and inaccessibility of many Islamic 
manuscript collections around the world.

The Islamic Manuscript Association:

• Articulates standards and guidelines for best 
practice in cataloguing, conservation, digitisation 
and academic publishing so that Islamic 
manuscript collections may be made more 
accessible and preserved for posterity.

• Promotes the highest ethical and professional 
standards in the care and management of Islamic 
manuscript collections.

• Promotes excellence in scholarship on Islamic 
manuscripts, particularly Islamic codicology and 
disciplines related to the care and management of 
Islamic manuscript collections.

• Provides a platform for presenting scholarship 
on Islamic manuscripts, particularly Islamic 
codicology and disciplines related to the 
care and management of Islamic manuscript 
collections, at its annual conference at the 
University of Cambridge.

The Islamic Manuscript Association (TIMA)

• Provides a wide range of online resources about 
manuscripts and their care.

• Awards grants to support the care of Islamic 
manuscript collections and advance scholarship 
on Islamic manuscripts.

• Organises regular training workshops in 
cataloguing, conservation, digitisation and 
academic publishing as well as an annual 
workshop on Islamic codicology in cooperation 
with Cambridge University Library.

• Facilitates dialogue between individuals with 
scholarly and professional interests in Islamic 
manuscripts and institutions holding collections of 
Islamic manuscripts.

TIMA includes among its members libraries 
and museums possessing collections of Islamic 
manuscripts as well as individuals with scholarly and 
professional interests in Islamic manuscripts. Over 
150 persons from 25 different countries are members. 
Members have the right to vote, hold office, apply 
for grants and receive members’ rates for the annual 
conference and training workshops.

TIMA is an affiliated project of the Centre of Islamic 
Studies and is one of the principal projects of the 
Thesaurus Islamicus Foundation.
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Director

Professor Yasir Suleiman, CBE, FRSE, FRCPE

Professor Yasir Suleiman is the Director of the Centre of Islamic Studies, 
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Sa’id Professor of Modern Arabic 
Studies, and a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge. His research covers 
the cultural politics of the Middle East with special focus on identity, 
conflict, diaspora studies and modernisation in so far as these issues 
relate to language, modern Arabic literature, translation and memory. 
He also conducts research in Arabic grammatical theory and the Arabic 
intellectual tradition in the pre-modern period. Professor Suleiman is 
Chair of the Panel of Judges, British-Kuwaiti Friendship Society Book 
Prize in Middle Eastern Studies. In 2013 Professor Suleiman was elected 
as Chairman of the International Prize of Arabic Fiction (IPAF) popularly 
known in the Arabic-speaking world as the ‹Arabic Booker›. He serves 
as Trustee on the Boards of the following organisations: Arab-British 
Chamber Charitable Foundation, Banipal Trust for Arab Literature and 
is Trustee of the Gulf Research Centre-Cambridge. He is also Board 
Member of the Islamic Manuscript Association, Chair of the Centre for 
the Study of the International Relations of the Middle East and North 
Africa (CIRMENA), Cambridge and Member of the Advisory Board 
of Our Shared Future, a joint project of the British Council, USA and 
Carnegie Foundation. He is a member of the editorial boards of a 
number of journals and book series. In October 2013 Professor Suleiman 
was made Ambassador of the University of Sarajevo for his outstanding 
contribution to promoting the University internationally.

Professor Suleiman is Commander of the Order of the British Empire 
(CBE), a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and formerly Head of 
the Department of Middle Eastern Studies, the University of Cambridge.

In recognition of his outstanding contribution in promoting the 
University of Sarajevo’s international reputation, Professor Yasir 
Suleiman, Director of the HRH Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Centre of 
Islamic Studies at the University of Cambridge, was conferred with the 
Ambassador of the University award in the UNSA Rectorate premises on 
Wednesday, 9 October 2013. 

Professor Suleiman’s publications include:
Arabic in the Fray: Language Ideology and Cultural Politics, 2013 
Arabic, Self and Identity: A Study in Conflict and Displacement, 2011 
Living Islamic History: Studies in Honour of Professor Carole Hillenbrand 

(ed.), 2010
Literature and Nation in the Middle East (ed.), 2006
A War of Words: Language and Conflict in the Middle East, 2004
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The Arabic Language and National Identity: A Study in Ideology, 2003
The Arabic Grammatical Tradition: A Study in Tal’liil, 1999
Language and Society in the Middle East and North Africa (ed.), 1999
Arabic Grammar and Linguistics (ed.), 1998
Language and Identity in the Middle East and North Africa (ed.), 1996
Arabic Sociolinguistics: Issues and Perspectives (ed.), 1994

Reports:
‘Muslims in the UK and Europe I’ (ed.), 2015
‘Narratives of Conversion to Islam in Britain: Female Perspectives’, 2013
Contextualising Islam in Britain II (with J. Henzell-Thomas), 2012
‘Reforms in Islamic Education’ (with P. Anderson and C. Tan), 2011
‘Language, Conflict and Security’ (with Y. Mendel), 2010
‘Contextualising Islam in Britain: Exploratory Perspectives’  

(with P. Anderson), 2009
‘Arabic on Campus and beyond’ (with P. Anderson), 2008
‘Conducting Fieldwork in the Middle East’ (with P. Anderson), 2007
‘Islam on Campus: Teaching Islamic Studies at Higher Education
Institutions in the UK’ (with A. Shihadeh), 2007 

Assistant Director

Dr Paul Anderson

Dr Paul Andersonis the Assistant Director of the Centre of Islamic 
Studies and the Prince Alwaleed Lecturer in the Department of Middle 
Eastern Studies at the University of Cambridge. He gained his PhD in 
social anthropology at the University of Edinburgh and his BA(Hons) in 
Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Oxford.

Research Interests:
• Social and political anthropology of the Arab world (especially Syria), 

particularly issues of language, agency, ethics, religious piety, trust 
and personhood.

• Islamic modernism
• He is currently working on a monograph on trust, intimacy and state 

power in the lives of contemporary traders in Syria.

Courses:
Dr Anderson teaches courses on the anthropology of the Middle East, 
the anthropology of Islam and on modern Islamic thought in the Arab 
world, combining an anthropological approach with a close study of 
modern Islamic texts in Arabic.

Dr Anderson’s research publications include:
2013 ‘The Politics of Scorn in Syria and the Agency of Narrated 

Involvement’, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute. 
19(3): 463–481)
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2013 ‘Aleppo’s Yarn Market: Trust and Speculation in a Time of 
Economic Transformation’, in Jean-Claude David, Thierry 
Boissière (éd.), Alep et ses territoires. Fabrique et politique d’une 
ville, 1868 – 2011, Beyrouth, Presses de l’Ifpo, 2013.

2013 Trust and uncertainty in Syrian commerce: the success and failure 
of a businessman in Aleppo, 1980s–2009, with T.Boissiere, in 
Jean-Claude David, Thierry Boissière (éd.), Alep et ses territoires. 
Fabrique et politique d’une ville, 1868 – 2011, Beyrouth, Presses 
de l’Ifpo, 2013.

2013 Leaving room for failure: optimism in the thought of Mohamed 
Talbi, in “Cambridge in Morocco”. Rabat: Editions et Impression 
Bouregreg

2011 ‘‘The Piety of the Gift’: Selfhood and Sociality in the Egyptian 
Mosque Movement’, Anthropological Theory 11(1):1–19.

2008 ‘Is Altruism Possible?’ Royal Anthropological Institute Hocart 
Prize Essay. Available at: http://www.san.ed.ac.uk/__data/assets/
pdf_file/0005/15269/080519-altruism_article.pdf

Conference and Seminar Papers:
2013 ‘The politics of scorn in Syria’, Department of Anthropology and 

Middle Eastern Studies, University of Manchester, February.
2012 ‘Economies of Desire: Justifying and Deriding State Intervention 

in Syria’, Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, November.

2012  ‘Reflecting Objects and Reflexive Subjects: Financial Collapse 
and Self-Reproach in Syria’, Senior Seminar, Department of Social 
Anthropology, University of Edinburgh, January.

2012 ‘Laughter and Reflexivity: Avoiding Cynicism in Syria’, Senior 
Seminar, Department of Social Anthropology, University of 
Cambridge, January.

2012 ‘Leaving Room for Failure: Optimism in the Thought of Mohamed 
Talbi’, Universities of Casablanca, Fes and Rabat, April.

2011 ‘Between Civility and Legality: Why did Syrian Popular 
Investment Schemes Collapse in the 1990s?’, Middle East Studies 
Association, Washington DC, December.

2011 ‘Trust in a ‘Transitioning’ Economy: Aleppo’s ‘Money Collectors’’, 
British Society of Middle East Studies Annual Meeting, University 
of Exeter, June.

2011 ‘Explaining Extraordinary Events in Syria: The Rise and Fall of 
Aleppo’s Financial Entrepreneurs’, University of Sarajevo, May.

2010 ‘Invisible Yarn: An Ethnography of Aleppo’s ‘Stock Market’’, 
London School of Economics, South West Asia and North Africa 
Seminar Series, June.

Reports:
2011 Reforms in Islamic Education (with Y. Suleiman and C. Tan)
2009 Contextualising Islam in Britain (with Y. Suleiman)
2008 Arabic on Campus and Beyond (with Y. Suleiman)
2007 Conducting Fieldwork in the Middle East (with Y. Suleiman)
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Research Associate

Julian Hargreaves

Julian Hargreaves is a Research Associate at the Centre of Islamic 
Studies. His research interests include British Muslim communities, 
social science and statistics, as well as issues around diversity and 
equality. He holds a BA (Hons) in Historical Studies from Manchester 
Metropolitan University and a Masters (Distinction) in Criminology from 
Lancaster University where he is currently completing a PhD thesis on 
the concept of Islamophobia. Previously he worked with both musicians 
and lawyers. His present research for the Centre of Islamic Studies 
focuses on the unreported ‘everyday’ hate crimes suffered by British 
Muslims.

Research Interests:

• Hate crime

• British Muslim communities

• Evidence-based research

• Quantitative and qualitative research methods

Teaching and Outreach Associate

Shahla Suleiman

Shahla Awad Suleiman (BSc, GradDipEd, MSc) is the Teaching and 
Outreach Associate at the Centre of Islamic Studies. She taught Arabic 
and coordinated Arabic language teaching at the Department of Islamic 
and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Edinburgh and taught at 
the Department of Middle Eastern Studies at University of Cambridge. 
She worked as Director and Project Manager of an educational 
consultancy that undertook extensive work in various Arabic language 
teaching reform initiatives in the Middle East. She was Project Manager 
of the Centre’s ‘Narratives of Conversion to Islam in Britain’ project. 
Shahla is interested conversion to Islam in Britain and the place of 
Arabic language among non-Arab Muslims.
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Administrator

Ms Louise Beazor

Louise Beazor is the Administrator of the Centre of Islamic Studies. She 
gained her MA (distinction) in Middle Eastern Studies at SOAS and her 
BA (Hons) in Religion in the Contemporary World at King’s College, 
London. Louise has experience in public policy and international 
relations following brief roles at the Arab-British Chamber of Commerce 
and YouGov.

Committee of Management 2014–2015
Professor Martin Millett (Chair of Management Committee)
Professor Yasir Suleiman CBE, FRSE, FRCPE (Director)
Professor Charles Melville 
Professor David Abulafia
Dr Christine van Ruymbeke
Ms Abir Kaki
Ms Amal Algrafi
Ms Mona Shabab
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