Abstract
Postgraduate symposium on ”Muslims in the UK and Europe” at Centre for Islamic Studies at University of Cambridge 
Anna Holmqvist

[bookmark: _GoBack]It should come as no surprise that Muslim groups rejecting the idea of Islam and LGBTQIA+ as being non-amicable, have developed. Not least since a condemning attitude towards LGBTQIA+ has commonly been displayed by several Islamic scholars and in various Muslims settings; something frequently discussed among academics as well as in media, by politicians and around dinner tables all over the world. A little over a year ago, I came across one of these groups in the UK. I will hereby refer to it by the anonymized name The Muslim Queer Network (MQN). Currently, I am conducting fieldwork centered on the MQN for my master thesis in Islamology at Lund University, Sweden. 

The MQN initially formed as an initiative among queer, Muslim friends who felt a need for a safe place to practice Islam together since they felt out of place in both queer and Muslim communities. Since the network is still in its establishing stage trying to organize a more fixed structure, studying it has deemed difficult, challenging as well as exciting as new ideas can be implemented as quickly as former traditions are being left behind. As of now, the network has two main activities: It conducts bi-weekly ijtihad sessions on various subjects; and it performs a bi-weekly zikir ceremony. The ijtihad sessions consist of open discussions around set topics, which center around a set of references to both Islamic and non-Islamic literature that have been prepared by various of the group’s members. The sessions attempt to develop well-founded queer accepting Islamic ethics, jurisprudence and theology while giving the participants the tools to further develop this model individually. For their zikir ceremony, the MQN has drawn inspiration from Bektashism and has managed to receive authorization from a Bektashi baba in Istanbul, which allows them to perform zikir together as an official Sufi group. Further, several members of the network have an outspoken political and social engagement which is displayed through the networks social media accounts and the networks participation in various conferences and round-table talk across the UK. 

The presentation of the MQN and its activities at the symposium on 6-7th of June, will focus on how a Muslim LGBTQIA+ group has stopped trying to ethically justify their – previously seen as – opposed identities. Instead the people active in the MQN are negotiating queer identities as a natural part of their lives, themselves and their religion. The study is based on fieldwork including participant observation and interviews, as well as me having accompanied the group on a weeklong trip to Istanbul on which they met the baba who authorized their zikir group. In focus are questions about how the group’s collective identity is constructed through the different aspects of the group being mentioned earlier, i.e. their production of ideas, Sufi practices in relation to the Bektashi tradition as well as their social engagement. The theoretical framework draws from gender and queer studies and from religious studies focused on sexual identities often inspired by anthropology or sociology.
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